
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

17-18 
Natalia ISD 
High School 

Course Description 
Guide 



 Table of Content 
 
 

English Language Arts 

Math 

Science 

Social Studies 

Language Other Than English 

Fine Arts 

Art 

Music 

Physical Education 
 
 

CTE Courses 
 

Agriculture 
 

Business Management 

Engineering and Robotics 

Human Service 

Information Technology 

Other Electives 



Description of English Language Arts Department Courses 
 

English I (one high school credit) 9th Grade 
Students enrolled in English I continue to increase and refine their communication skills. Students are expected to 
plan, draft, revise, and complete written compositions that persuade, inform, analyze, report, and describe. 
Students will edit these papers for organization, clarity, and the correct use of the conventions and mechanics of 
written English, as well as produce error-free drafts. English I students will read extensively in multiple genres from 
world literature, including fiction, non-fiction, drama, and poetry. Students will learn literary forms and terms, and 
then apply them to the selections read. All students will be expected to contribute to the oral discussions of these 
selections by expressing original ideas, critiques, and opinions clearly and thoroughly. They will also interpret the 
possible influences of the historical context of a literary work. In addition, emphasis on developing students’ 
vocabulary skills, such as using context clues, with a particular focus on expanding their vocabulary beyond 
common, general, over-used everyday words. This course will be assessed with an End of Course EOC STAAR exam 
required for graduation. 
Prerequisite: None 
 

English I PAP (one high school credit) 9th Grade 
Qualifiers GT or Teacher Recommendation 
English I PAP offers a more rigorous and challenging version of the already challenging English I course. English I Pre-
AP develops students’ reading skills by studying a wide variety of literary texts, such as poetry, short stories, novels, 
and drama, and informational texts such as news articles and essays; students develop their writing skills by 
composing written work on a variety of topics, taking care to write with a clear controlling idea, coherent 
organization, and sufficient detail; students develop their research skills by learning to locate and document sources 
in support of research projects. Students who intend to go to college, and students who intend to enroll in dual-
credit English courses during their junior and senior years, are strongly encouraged to take Pre-AP English. Grades 
will be determined by students’ achievement in essay writing, success in reading comprehension activities, and 
mastery of grammar and vocabulary. This course will be assessed with an End of Course EOC STAAR exam required for 
graduation. 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Reading I (one high school credit)                                                                                                                9th & 10th Grade 
Reading I is a research-based reading intervention program for students who are reading below grade level. Reading I 
directly addresses students who need intensive support in order to meet state-approved grade-level standards in oral 
expression, listening comprehension, written expression, basic reading skills, reading fluency skills, and reading 
comprehension. Progress monitoring, instructional assessment, and compilation of benchmark data document 
student strengths and weaknesses and help teachers differentiate instruction to meet individual needs.  
Prerequisite: Parent, Teacher , Counselor recommendation 

 

English II (one high school credit) 10th Grade 
Pre Requisite Eng. I 
English II further develops students’ reading skills by studying a wide variety of texts from world literature, such as 
poetry, short stories, novels, and drama, and persuasive and informational texts such as editorials and essays; 
students develop their writing skills by composing written work on a variety of topics, taking care to write with a 
clear controlling idea, coherent organization, and sufficient detail; students develop their research skills by learning 
to locate and document sources in support of research projects. Grades will be determined by students’ 
achievement in essay writing, success in reading comprehension activities, and mastery of grammar and vocabulary. 
This course will be assessed with an End of Course EOCSTAAR exam required for graduation. 
Prerequisite: English I 

 

English II PAP (one high school credit) 10th Grade 
Pre Requisite Eng. I qualifiers GT or Teacher Recommendation 
English II PAP offers a more rigorous and challenging version of the already challenging English II course. English II 



focuses on important authors from world literature (such as Homer, Shakespeare, and Kafka) in the fall semester 
and informative and persuasive writing in the spring. Students who intend to go to college, and students who intend 
to enroll in dual-credit English courses during their junior and senior years, are strongly encouraged to take Pre-AP 
English. Grades will be determined by students’ achievement in essay writing, success in reading comprehension 
activities, and mastery of grammar and vocabulary. This course will be assessed with an End of Course EOC STAAR 
exam required for graduation 
Prerequisite: English I or English I Pre-AP 
 

   Creative Writing 1 (one half to one high school credit                                                                                             10th Grade  
   Creative Writing focuses on writing for publication including fiction and non-fiction.  
   Students apply techniques used by professional writers. For a full credit, students continue focusing on writing  
   for professional publication and studying the creative process.  

Prerequisite: English I or English I Pre-AP 
 
 

English III (one high school credit) 11th Grade 
English III develops the student in multiple strands: reading, where students read and understand a wide variety of 
literary and informational texts selected in multiple genres of American literature; writing, where students compose 
a variety of written texts with a clear controlling idea, coherent organization, and sufficient detail; research, where 
students are expected to know how to locate a range of relevant sources and evaluate, synthesize, and present 
ideas and information; listening and speaking, where students listen and respond to the ideas of others while 
contributing their own ideas in conversations and in groups; and oral and written conventions, where students learn 
how to use the oral and written conventions of the English language in speaking and writing. The standards are 
cumulative--students will continue to address earlier standards as needed while they attend to standards for their 
grade level. In English III, students will engage in activities that build on their prior knowledge and skills in order to 
strengthen their reading, writing, and oral language skills. 
Pre-requisite: English II or English II Pre-AP 

 

English III DC - Eng. 1301/1302 (One high school credit and 3+3 hours college credit) 11th Grade 
This course focuses on student essay writing in a variety of modes. Also emphasized are reading and analytical 
thinking. This course emphasizes training in academic reading and writing.  Essays written will be based on a variety 
of purposes and will be created in a multitude of forms. Students will study the principles of invention and 
arrangement and work to develop a sense of audience and purpose in their writings. 
In the second semester, students study the principles and techniques of written, expository, and persuasive 
composition; analysis of literary, expository, and persuasive texts; and critical thinking. The student applies 
composition skills to the study and analysis of poetry, the short story, drama, the essay, and/or the novel. A 
research paper/project utilizing the MLA format is required. 
English III students read extensively in multiple genres from American literature and other world literature. 
Pre-requisites: English II or English II Pre-AP, Fulfillment of college admission requirements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English IV (one high school credit) 12th Grade 
Students enrolled in English IV continue to increase and refine their communication skills. Students are expected to 
write in a variety of forms, including personal and creative writing, along with research papers and persuasive and 
analytical essays. There is an emphasis on technical writing, including resumes and other forms of business and real-
world applications. Students will edit these papers for organization, clarity, and the correct use of the conventions 
and mechanics of written English, as well as produce error-free drafts. English IV students will read extensively in 
multiple genres from British literature, which may include selections from the Old English Period, Medieval period, 



English Renaissance, Romantic period, Victorian age, and modern and post-modern eras. 
Historical context and its influences are to be applied to the discussion and critiques of these readings. Students 
are expected to correctly apply literary forms and terms learned in previous English courses to these selections. 
Students are expected to continue developing a diverse and relevant vocabulary, with special emphasis on 
preparing for SAT/ACT exams. Students will refine research skills and the synthesis of research information, as 
well as learn to critically evaluate messages from all different types of media sources. 
Pre-requisite: Successful completion on Eng. I, Eng. II, & English III 

English IV DC - Eng. 1301/1302 (One high school credit and 3+3 hours college credit) 12th Grade 
This course focuses on student essay writing in a variety of modes. Also emphasized are reading and analytical 
thinking. This course emphasizes training in academic reading and writing.  Essays written will be based on a variety 
of purposes and will be created in a multitude of forms. Students will study the principles of invention and 
arrangement and work to develop a sense of audience and purpose in their writings. 
In the second semester, students study the principles and techniques of written, expository, and persuasive 
composition; analysis of literary, expository, and persuasive texts; and critical thinking. The student applies 
composition skills to the study and analysis of poetry, the short story, drama, the essay, and/or the novel. A 
research paper/project utilizing the MLA format is required. 
English III students read extensively in multiple genres from American literature and other world literature. 
Pre-requisites: English III Prerequisite: Fulfillment of college admission requirements 
 
English IV DC - American Lit 2322/2323 (One high school credit and 3+3 hours college credit)                      12th Grade      
A survey of American literature from the period of exploration and settlement through the Civil War and continuing 
second semester to the present. Students will study works of prose, poetry, drama, and fiction in relation to their 
historical and cultural contexts. Texts will be selected from among a diverse group of authors for what they reflect 
and reveal about the evolving American experience and character. Significant American prose and poetry to present. 
They will apply analytical and rhetorical skills learned in English 1301 and 1302. 

 

Pre-requisites:  English 1301 and 1302 
 
 

Transitions English (One high school credit)                                                                                                          12th Grade 
In this course students will improve integrated critical reading and writing skills through engagement with a variety of 
texts across content areas and genres.  As a result, students will be able to develop and express ideas clearly and 
effectively to communicate with various audiences for various purposes and occasions 



Description of Math Department Courses 
 

Algebra I (one high school credit) 9th Grade 
Algebra I is designed to provide a foundation for higher level mathematics courses. It emphasizes the properties and 
structure of mathematics. The focus of Algebra I is on solving relevant problems and on applying algebraic principles 
in a variety of situations. Topics include the investigation of the real number system and its various subsystems in 
terms of structural characteristics and operations; algebraic representation, solution, and evaluation of problem 
situations; graphing as a tool to interpret linear relations, functions, and inequalities; exploration of quadratic 
equations, polynomials, rational expressions, and properties and operations with square roots.  The use of current 
technology as problem-solving and discovery tools will be integrated throughout the course whenever possible. This 
course will be assessed with an End of Course EOC STAAR exam required for graduation. 
Prerequisite: None 

 

Algebra I PAP(one high school credit) 8th , 9th Grade 
Qualifiers GT or Teacher Recommendation 
Algebra 1 PAP is a course designed to provide a rigorous and in-depth study of algebra, emphasizing deductive 
reasoning skills as a foundation for more advanced mathematics courses. An emphasis on real-world applications of 
concepts is found throughout the course.  Algebra I Pre AP is designed to provide a foundation for higher level 
mathematics courses.  It emphasizes the properties and structure of mathematics.  The focus of Algebra I is on 
solving relevant problems and on applying algebraic principles in a variety of situations. Topics include the investigation 
of the real number system and its various subsystems in terms of structural characteristics and operations; algebraic 
representation, solution, and evaluation of problem situations; graphing as a tool to interpret linear relations, 
functions, and inequalities; exploration of quadratic equations, polynomials, rational expressions, and properties and 
operations with square roots. The use of current technology as problem-solving and discovery tools will be integrated 
throughout the course whenever possible. This course will be assessed with an End of Course exam required for 
graduation. 
Prerequisite: None 

 

Geometry (one high school credit) 9th , 10th Grade 
An emphasis of the geometry course is on connections. The interplay between geometry and algebra strengthens    a 
student's ability to formulate and analyze problems within and outside of mathematics. Geometry focuses on 
students' solving relevant problems and applying geometric properties of real-world situations. Proof is an important 
component of the geometry course. Topics include axiomatic systems; lines, segments, and angles; triangles; 
polygons; circles; solid geometry; and measurement. The use of current technology as problem-solving and discovery 
tools will be integrated throughout the course whenever possible. 
Prerequisite: Algebra I 

 

Geometry PAP (one high school credit) 9th , 10th Grade 
Qualifiers GT or Teacher Recommendation 
Geometry PAP is a rigorous course that focuses on logical reasoning and problem solving skills for real world 
application. In addition to the material covered in the regular geometry class, this more advanced course delves into 
deductive reasoning through an intensive study of logic. The use of current technology as problem- solving and 
discovery tools will be integrated throughout the course whenever possible.  This course is designed for self-
motivated, math-oriented students. 
Prerequisite: Algebra I PAP 



Math Models (one high school credit) 11th Grade 
In Mathematical Models with Applications students use algebraic, graphical and geometric reasoning to recognize 
patterns and structure, to model information, and to solve problems from various disciplines. Students use 
mathematical methods to model and solve real-life applied problems involving money, data, chance, patterns, music, 
design, and science. Mathematical models from algebra, geometry, probability, statistics, and technology are used 
to solve application problems in both mathematical and non-mathematical situations. The next recommended course 
is Algebra II. 
Prerequisite: Algebra I & Geometry 

 
 

Algebra II (one high school credit) 10th, 11th & 12th Grade 
Algebra II is an advanced algebra course. It is designed for students who have mastered the content for Algebra 
I. Topics covered include mathematical structure, quadratic functions, quadratic relations, systems of equations, 
numerical methods and higher degree polynomials, exponential and logarithmic functions, rational algebraic 
functions, sequences and series, and data handling and analysis. Algebra II relates or extends concepts of previously 
learned material. The use of current technology as problem-solving and discovery tools will be integrated throughout 
the course whenever possible. 
Prerequisite: Algebra I & Geometry 

 

Algebra II PAP (one high school credit) 10th, 11th & 12th Grade 
Qualifiers GT or Teacher Recommendation 
Algebra II PAP moves at an accelerated pace requiring less repetitive reinforcement of concepts than the L level course. 
The Pre AP course provides a more in-depth coverage of all the topics in regular Algebra II as well as the study and 
writing of algebraic proofs. Students are required to analyze and to extend their learning of the basic concepts. They 
will be provided extensive and challenging higher-level applications and real-world problems. Students are expected to 
do independent study and research and to present their research in some visual manner. The use of current technology 
as problem-solving and discovery tools will be integrated throughout the course whenever possible. This course is 
designed for the self-motivated, math-oriented student with a willingness to investigate mathematics. 
Prerequisite: Algebra I & Geometry 

 

Pre-Calculus (one high school credit) 11th & 12th Grade 
Pre-Calculus Pre AP is taught from a functional approach integrating the topics of trigonometry, elementary analysis, 
analytic geometry, and number theory. Topics studied in the course include: operations with functions, composite and 
inverse functions, graphing functions using symmetry and translation, and using functions to model real-world 
situations to find maximums or minimums; trigonometric circular functions, their inverses and graphs, trigonometric 
identifies and equations, and solving triangles using the Law of Sines and the Law of Cosines; operations with and 
graphing of polynomial, rational, exponential, and logarithmic functions, solving equations  with these functions, and 
using them to model real-world problems; properties and systems of real and complex numbers; polar coordinates 
and graphing polar equations; vectors; conic sections; Binomial  Theorem; arithmetic  and geometric sequences and 
series and their application in modeling real-world situations, limits, and proof by mathematical induction. Whenever 
possible, the use of technology is incorporated with traditional problem- solving methods. 
Prerequisite: Algebra II 



Pre-Calculus DC (One high school credit and 3+3 hours college credit) 11th & 12th Grade 
1st semester 
College Algebra is designed for students who have completed Algebra II but have not yet taken Pre-Calculus Pre 
AP. Topics include absolute value equations and inequalities, graphing skills, inverse functions, logarithmic and 
exponential functions, polynomial and rational functions, piecewise-defined functions, theory of equations and 
systems of equations. Credit for MATH 1314 will be awarded by Southwest Texas Junior College. The next 
recommended course is Dual Credit Trigonometry. 
Pre Requisite Algebra II and Fulfillment of college admission requirements 
2nd Semester 
College Plane Trigonometry is taught from a functional approach integrating the topics of trigonometry, 
elementary analysis, analytic geometry, and number theory. It covers all the topics of the Pre-Calculus Pre AP with 
more emphasis on real-world applications and more in-depth study of the topics. The pace is accelerated by 
comparison in order to facilitate further study of early Calculus topics such as derivatives (constant, power, sum, 
product, quotient and chain rules), analysis and graphing of functions using derivatives, and optimization 
problems. The next recommended course is AP Calculus BC. Dual credit for Math 1316 from Southwest Texas 
Junior College is available. 
Prerequisite: Algebra II & Fulfillment of college admission requirements 

 

AP Calculus (one high school credit) 12th Grade 
This is a fifth year math course in preparation for calculus. The course reexamines several parent functions in 
depth (trigonometric, rational, and exponential/logarithmic), then uses parametric equations to study conics & 
polar coordinates, and wraps up the year with sequences, series and limits. This is an online course. The AP exam 
will be administered at the end of the course in May. 
Prerequisite: Dual Credit Pre-Calculus 
 
Math Transitions (one high school credit)                                                                                                                12th Grade 
This course is intended for students to bridge the gap between Algebra II and a college entry-level mathematics 
course. Topics include: linear functions and equations, quadratics functions and equations, manipulating 
polynomial expressions, absolute value functions and equations. 
Prerequisite: Algebra I, Geometry and an Advance Math Credit 
 
 



Description of Science Department Courses 
 

Integrated Physics & Chemistry (one high school credit) 9th Grade 
In Integrated Physics and Chemistry, students conduct laboratory and field investigations, use scientific methods 
during investigation, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving. This 
course integrates the disciplines of physics and chemistry in the following topics: force, motion, energy, and 
matter. 
Prerequisite: None 

 

Biology (one high school credit) 9th & 10th Grade 
Students in Biology study a variety of topics that include: structures and functions of cells and viruses; growth and 
development of organisms; cells, tissues, and organs; nucleic acids and genetics; biological evolution; taxonomy; 
metabolism and energy transfers in living organisms; living systems; homeostasis; and ecosystems and the 
environment. This course will be assessed with an End of Course EOC STAAR exam required for graduation. 
Prerequisite: Algebra I 

 

Biology PAP (one high school credit) 9th & 10th Grade 
Qualifiers GT or Teacher Recommendation 
Students in PAP is a course designed to provide a rigorous and  in-depth  study  of  Biology study a variety of 
topics that include: structures and functions of cells and viruses; growth and development of organisms; cells, 
tissues, and organs; nucleic acids and genetics; biological evolution; taxonomy; metabolism and energy transfers 
in living organisms; living systems; homeostasis; and ecosystems and the environment. This course will be 
assessed with an End of Course EOC STAAR exam required for graduation. 
 Prerequisite: Algebra I 

 

Chemistry (one high school credit) 10th, 11th, 12th Grade 
Students study a variety of topics that include characteristics of matter, use of the Periodic Table, development of 
atomic theory and chemical bonding, chemical stoichiometry, gas laws, solution chemistry, thermochemistry, and 
nuclear chemistry. Students will investigate how chemistry is an integral part of our daily lives. 
Prerequisite:  Algebra I & Biology 

 

Chemistry PAP (one high school credit) 10th, 11th, 12th Grade 
Qualifiers GT or Teacher Recommendation 
Students in PAP is a course designed to provide a rigorous and in-depth study of Chemistry. Students study a 
variety of topics that include characteristics of matter, use of the Periodic Table, development of atomic theory 
and chemical bonding, chemical stoichiometry, gas laws, solution chemistry, thermochemistry, and nuclear 
chemistry. Students will investigate how chemistry is an integral part of our daily lives. 
Prerequisite:  Algebra I & Biology 

 

Physics (one high school credit) 10th, 11th & 12th Grade 
Students study a variety of topics that include: laws of motion; changes within physical systems and conservation 
of energy and momentum; forces; thermodynamics; characteristics and behavior of waves; and atomic, nuclear, 
and quantum physics. Students who successfully complete Physics will acquire factual knowledge within a 
conceptual framework, practice experimental design and interpretation, work collaboratively with colleagues, and 
develop critical thinking skills. 

Prerequisite:  Algebra I & Biology 



Physics PAP (one high school credit) 10th, 11th & 12th Grade 
Qualifiers GT or Teacher Recommendation 
Students in PAP is a course designed to provide a rigorous and in-depth  study  of Physics. Students study a 
variety of topics that include: laws of motion; changes within physical systems and conservation of energy and 
momentum; forces; thermodynamics; characteristics and behavior of waves; and atomic, nuclear, and quantum 
physics. Students who successfully complete Physics will acquire factual knowledge within a conceptual 
framework, practice experimental design and interpretation, work collaboratively with colleagues, and develop 
critical thinking skills. 
Prerequisite:  Algebra I & Biology 
 
 
Principles of Technology (one high school credit)                                                                                     11th & 12th Grade 
This applied physics course is designed to provide a study in force, work, rate, resistance, energy, power, and force 
transformers as applied to mechanical, fluid, thermal, and electrical energy that comprise simple and 
technological devices and equipment. The course also reinforces the mathematics applications a student needs 
to understand to apply the principles being studied. Capstone to Engineering STEM 
Prerequisite:  Algebra I & Biology  

 

Anatomy & Physiology PAP (one high school credit) 11th & 12th Grade 
The prerequisites for this course are biology and chemistry. To receive credit in science, students must meet the 
40% lab and field work requirements. This course is recommended only for grades 11 or 12. Anatomy and 
physiology is a course that deals with human body systems and their physiology. 
Prerequisite:  Algebra I, Biology & Chemistry 



Description of Social Studies Department Courses 
 

World Geography (one high school credit) 9th Grade 
In World Geography Studies, students examine people, places, and environments at local, regional, national, and 
international scales from the spatial and ecological perspectives of geography. Students describe the influence of 
geography on events of the past and present with emphasis on contemporary issues. Students analyze how 
location affects economic activities in different economic systems. Students identify the processes that influence 
political divisions of the planet and analyze how different points of view affect the development of public policies. 
Prerequisite: None 

 

World Geography PAP (one high school credit) 9th Grade 
Qualifiers GT or Teacher Recommendation 
Students in PAP is a course designed to provide a rigorous and in-depth study of World Geography Studies. 
Students examine people, places, and environments at local, regional, national, and international scales from the 
spatial and ecological perspectives of geography. Students describe the influence of geography on events of the 
past and present with emphasis on contemporary issues. Students analyze how location affects economic 
activities in different economic systems. Students identify the processes that influence political divisions of the 
planet and analyze how different points of view affect the development of public policies. 
Prerequisite: None 

 

World History (one high school credit) 10th Grade 
World History Studies is a survey of the history of humankind. The major emphasis is on the study of significant 
people, events, and issues from the earliest times to the present. Traditional historical points of reference in 
world history are identified as students analyze important events and issues in western civilization as well as in 
civilizations in other parts of the world. 
Prerequisite: None 

 

World History PAP (one high school credit) 10th Grade 
Qualifiers GT or Teacher Recommendation 
Students in PAP is a course designed to provide a rigorous and in-depth study of World History Studies. It is a 
survey of the history of humankind. The major emphasis is on the study of significant people, events, and issues 
from the earliest times to the present. Traditional historical points of reference in world history are identified as 
students analyze important events and issues in western civilization as well as in civilizations in other parts of the 
world. 
Prerequisite: None 

 

United States History Since 1877 (one high school credit) 11th Grade 
In United States History Studies Since 1877, which is the second part of a two-year study that begins in Grade 8, 
students study the history of the United States from 1877 to the present. Students use critical-thinking skills and a 
variety of primary and secondary source material to explain and apply different methods that historians use to 
understand and interpret the past, including multiple points of view and historical context. This course will be 
assessed with an End of Course EOC STAAR exam required for graduation. 
Prerequisite: None 



United States History DC (One high school credit and 3+3 hours college credit) 11th Grade 
In United States History Studies Since 1877, which is the second part of a two-year study that begins in Grade 8, 
students study the history of the United States from 1877 to the present. Students use critical-thinking skills and a 
variety of primary and secondary source material to explain and apply different methods that historians use to 
understand and interpret the past, including multiple points of view and historical context. This course will be 
assessed with an End of Course EOC STAAR exam required for graduation. Prerequisite: Fulfillment of college 
admission requirements 
Prerequisite: None 

 

Economics (one half high school credit) 12th Grade 
Economics with Emphasis on the Free Enterprise System and Its Benefits is the culmination of the economic 
content and concepts studied from Kindergarten through required secondary courses. The focus is on the basic 
principles concerning production, consumption, and distribution of goods and services (the problem of scarcity) in 
the United States and a comparison with those in other countries around the world. Students analyze the 
interaction of supply, demand, and price. Students will investigate the concepts of specialization and international 
trade, economic growth, key economic measurements, and monetary and fiscal policy. 
Prerequisite: US History 

 

Economics DC (One half high school credit and 3 hours college credit) 12th Grade 
Economics with Emphasis on the Free Enterprise System and Its Benefits is the culmination of the economic 
content and concepts studied from Kindergarten through required secondary courses. The focus is on the basic 
principles concerning production, consumption, and distribution of goods and services (the problem of scarcity) in 
the United States and a comparison with those in other countries around the world. Students analyze the 
interaction of supply, demand, and price. Students will investigate the concepts of specialization and international 
trade, economic growth, key economic measurements, and monetary and fiscal policy. Prerequisite: Fulfillment of 
college admission requirements 
Prerequisite: US History 

 

Government (one half high school credit) 12th Grade 
In United States Government, the focus is on the principles and beliefs upon which the United States was founded 
and on the structure, functions, and powers of government at the national, state, and local levels. Students learn 
major political ideas and forms of government in history. A significant focus of the course is on the U.S. 
Constitution, its underlying principles and ideas, and the form of government it created. Students analyze major 
concepts of republicanism, federalism, checks and balances, separation of powers, popular sovereignty, and 
individual rights and compare the U.S. system of government with other political systems. 
Prerequisite: US History 

 

Government DC (One half high school credit and 3 hours college credit) 12th Grade 
In United States Government, the focus is on the principles and beliefs upon which the United States was founded 
and on the structure, functions, and powers of government at the national, state, and local levels. Students learn 
major political ideas and forms of government in history. A significant focus of the course is on the U.S. 
Constitution, its underlying principles and ideas, and the form of government it created. Students analyze major 
concepts of republicanism, federalism, checks and balances, separation of powers, popular sovereignty, and 
individual rights and compare the U.S. system of government with other political systems.  Prerequisite: 
Fulfillment of college admission requirements 
Prerequisite: US History 



Personal Financial Literacy (one half high school credit) 10th, 11th Grade 
This Course develops the knowledge and skills to make sound, informed financial decisions that will allow them to 
lead financially secure lifestyles and understand personal financial responsibility. The knowledge gained in this 
course has far-reaching effects for students personally as well as the economy as a whole. When citizens make 
wise financial decisions, they gain opportunities to invest in themselves, build businesses, consume goods and 
services in a responsible way, and secure a future without depending on outside assistance. The economy benefits 
from the optimal use of resources, increased consumption, and strong local businesses. State and local 
governments benefit with steady revenue streams and reduced future obligations as our society ages. 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Sociology DC (One half high school credit and 3 hours college credit) 10th, 11th , 12th Grade 
This course examines group relationships, including both the impact of the individual in each of the many groups 
of which he/she is part and the impact of those groups on the individual. The course combines personal 
interactions with the scientific study of group relationships. 
Prerequisite: Fulfillment of college admission requirements 

 

Psychology DC (One half high school credit and 3 hours college credit) 10th, 11th , 12th Grade 
This course combines the scientific study of human behavior and development with the personal focus on 
individual behavior. 
Prerequisite: Fulfillment of college admission requirements 



Description of Foreign Language Department Courses 
 

Spanish I (one high school credit) 9th, 10th, 11th Grade 
The primary goal of Spanish I is to introduce students to the Spanish language and enable them to comprehend 
and communicate in Spanish through active class use of vocabulary and grammar. This course provides a 
balanced, four- skilled introduction to Spanish that endeavors to prepare students to use the language in a natural 
way for communication in a variety of situations. The program emphasizes the use of language for oral and 
written communication. 
The class will use reading and writing activities to extend students’ grasp of vocabulary and grammatical 
structures and to further their comprehension of and ability to express themselves in Spanish. Classroom activities 
will be largely devoted to providing practice through drills as well as through form- based communication 
activities. 
Prerequisite: None 

 

Spanish II (one high school credit) 10th, 11th, 12th Grade 
The second level of Spanish study focuses on the Standards of Communication (written or spoken), Culture (the 
how, what and why of the new culture and your own), Connections (between other subjects and Spanish), 
Comparisons (of the Spanish language and culture and your own) and Community (extending use of Spanish 
beyond the classroom). The aim of this class is to continue to develop the four elements of language study: 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
Prerequisite: Spanish I 

 

Spanish III Pre-AP (one high school credit) 11th, 12th Grade 
Spanish III Pre-AP is a review and an expansion of listening/speaking/reading/writing abilities, with an increased 
emphasis on speaking. The complex nature of the language will be studied through learning about its history and 
culture. Students will be able to converse, write and read at the Intermediate-high level of the ACTFL Guide to 
Foreign Language Proficiency. Students will also do short readings on works by Spanish and/or Latin-American 
writers. The student will be required to speak in Spanish at least 90-95% of the time. 
Prerequisite: Spanish II Teacher Recommendation 



Description of Fine Arts Department Courses 

Art I (one high school credit) 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th Grade 
This course is based on an exploration of traditional and contemporary approaches to art media and art-related 
subject matter. In addition, an introduction to the hands-on creation of artworks will be addressed. The focus of 
the class is to develop sensitivity to the structure, anatomy and expressive qualities of various mediums, 
including: drawing, painting, ceramics, and sculpture. Through concentrated in-class life studies, creative, 
personalized projects and class critiques, students will discover new ways to render original artworks with 
confidence. Historic and contemporary references will broaden the students' understanding of the subject matter 
and these historical studies, with examples, will serve as an exciting part of the visual language being introduced. 
Prerequisite: None 

 

Art II (one high school credit) 10th, 11th, 12th Grade 
Emphasis on development of individual style-form concepts will be stressed, and all subject matter proposed 
during Art I will be expounded upon. This course is based on an exploration of traditional and contemporary 
approaches to art media and art-related subject matter. In addition, an introduction to the hands-on creation of 
artworks will be addressed. The focus of the class is to develop sensitivity to the structure, anatomy and 
expressive qualities of various mediums, including: drawing, painting, ceramics, and sculpture. Through 
concentrated in-class life studies, creative, personalized projects, and class critiques, students will discover new 
ways to render original artworks with confidence. Historic and contemporary references will broaden the 
students' understanding of the subject matter and these historical studies, with examples, will serve as an exciting 
part of the visual language being introduced. 
Prerequisite: Art I 

 

Art III (one high school credit) 11th, 12th Grade 
Emphasis on development of individual style-form concepts will be stressed, and all subject matter proposed 
during Art I & II will be expounded upon. In addition, students will be expected to begin formulating a philosophy 
of art and the ability to intelligently critique and evaluate artwork—both historical works and peer work—will be 
expected. This course is based on an exploration of traditional and contemporary approaches to art media and 
art-related subject matter. In addition, an introduction to the hands-on creation of artworks will be addressed. 
The focus of the class is to develop sensitivity to the structure, anatomy and expressive qualities of various 
mediums, including: drawing, painting, ceramics, and sculpture. Through concentrated in-class life studies, 
creative, personalized projects, and class critiques, students will discover new ways to render original artworks 
with confidence. Historic and contemporary references will broaden the students' understanding of the subject 
matter and these historical studies, with examples, will serve as an exciting part of the visual language being 
introduced. 
Prerequisite: Art I & II 

 

Art IV (one high school credit) 12th Grade 
Emphasis on development of individual style-form concepts will be stressed, and all subject matter proposed 
during Art I & II will be expounded upon. In addition, students will be expected to begin formulating a philosophy 
of art and the ability to intelligently critique and evaluate artwork—both historical works and peer work—will be 
expected. This course is based on an exploration of traditional and contemporary approaches to art media and 
art-related subject matter. In addition, an introduction to the hands-on creation of artworks will be addressed. 
The focus of the class is to develop sensitivity to the structure, anatomy and expressive qualities of various 
mediums, including: drawing, painting, ceramics, and sculpture. Through concentrated in-class life studies, 
creative, personalized projects, and class critiques, students will discover new ways to render original artworks 
with confidence. Historic and contemporary references will broaden the students' understanding of the subject 
matter and these historical studies, with examples, will serve as an exciting part of the visual language being 
introduced. An electronic portfolio will be considered as part of the final grade for this class. 
Prerequisite: Art I, II and III 



Description of Music Department Courses 
 

High School Band: Marching/Concert 1,2,3 & 4 (one high school credit per year) 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th Grade 
High school band consists of marching band as well as concert band. Both are expected to compete at a high level 
in accordance with the UIL rubric. Marching band begins the last week in July (Band Camp) and requires extensive 
after school rehearsals in the fall. Students in this ensemble experience a variety of performance opportunities 
including marching band competitions, parades, concerts and football games. All scheduled performances are a 
required element of this course. Band is a skilled effort in which each student is expected to show technical and 
musical growth throughout the course. Individual practice outside of scheduled rehearsals is required. 
*Color Guard: All students in the color guard unit must play an instrument. Color guard is not a full semester 
program. Once marching season is over, all students will perform in the concert band. 
Prerequisite: Music reading and performance ability on wind instruments or percussion. Any students not 
meeting this prerequisite must have Director approval. 

 

Mariachi Band I, II, III, & IV (one high school credit per year) 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th Grade 
Natalia Mariachi is a class for band students who are interested in playing mariachi music.  Mariachi is a tradition 
of Mexican culture incorporating a rhythm section that comprises of guitarrons, guitars, vihuelas, violins, 
trumpets and singers. It concentrates on the development of note reading, aural skills, rhythmic patterns, 
intonation and tonality in mariachi music. Aside from their mariachi instruments, students will also perform and 
their regular brass, woodwind or percussion instruments for concerts. All scheduled performances are a required 
element of this course.  Individual practice outside of scheduled rehearsals is required. 
Prerequisite:  Students must be enrolled in marching/concert band. 

 

Applied Band I, II, II & IV (one high school credit per year) 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th Grade 
Students in applied music will focus on individual study in their instrument area.  Students in this class will 
perform repertoire at an advanced level and is recommended for students who want to further advance their 
musical playing ability. Students will be given individual attention to refine their technical and lyrical skills. All 
students enrolled in this course will be required to audition for ATSSB Region Band in the fall and perform a solo 
for the UIL Solo/Ensemble contest in the spring. 
Prerequisite:  Students must be enrolled in marching/concert band. 

 

Music Theory high school credit)            11
th

& 12th Grade 
Students study of musical structure, form, analysis, part-writing, and advanced terminology. Performance 
expectations in Music Theory require students to have an advanced level of instrumental and/or vocal 
proficiency obtained either through four or more continuous years of study in Middle and High School music 
programs or their equivalent. Students receive one (1) additional unit in music as an elective choice toward 
state graduation requirements.  
Prerequisite:  Students must be enrolled in marching/concert band. 

 

Choir I, II, III, & IV (one high school credit per year) 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th Grade 
Students develop and enhance vocal skills and musicianship expressing their abilities and knowledge in public 
performance.  Students in Glee Club (Fresh Voice) may also explore and utilize instrumental skills by 
accompanying vocal performance.  Students may also experience and enjoy participation in smaller ensembles 
and solo singing. Additionally, students will be able to express themselves physically in choreographed sequences 
of vocal performance. Music basics such as music theory, sight-reading, lyric analysis, and vocal technique will be 
taught and practiced. In essence, Glee Club Chorus members have an opportunity for artistic expression by 
singing, playing instruments, and dance for public performance. 
Pre-requisite: Audition. 



Description of Physical Education Department Courses 
 

Athletics 
 

Athletics Girls I, II, III, IV and Athletic Boys I, II, III, & IV (one high school credit/ year)      9th, 10th, 11th, 12th Grade 
Our athletic program is utilized for individuals who want to be part of a team.  You must learn to work and 
function effectively and cohesively with a wide variety of personalities. You will represent our community and 
district in very visible role and we will encourage you to conduct yourself with character, integrity, honesty, 
humility and in a first class manner. 

 

Requirements: 
Dress out daily 
Bring a positive attitude to workout everyday 
Maximize your complete ability 
Give 100% effort on a daily basis 
Participate in a Team Sport 
In order to compete in a team sport (football, volleyball, basketball, baseball, and softball) you are required to be 
in athletics. Individual sports (cross country, golf, and track) will be conducted outside the academic day. 

 

Our athletes must: 
Train for leadership 
Achieve academic success 
Be aware of the importance of self-discipline and commitment in all areas of their life 
Practice of excellence through competition and cooperation 

 
PE 

 

Foundations of Physical Fitness (one high school credit) 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th Grade 
The physical education student develops the knowledge and skills needed to  take responsibility for his/her      
own fitness levels. The student  will  successfully  benefit  from  an  intense  program  of  physical  activity  and 
fitness conditioning. Each student will assess his/her own level of fitness and progress during the course. The 
differences between health-related and skill-related fitness will also be examined. 



Description of CTE Department Courses 

Agricultural Science Elective Course Descriptions 

  Mechanical and Fabrication    
 

Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources (one high school credit) 9th, 10th Grade 
To be prepared for careers in agriculture, food, and natural resources, students must attain academic skills and 
knowledge in agriculture. This course allows students to develop knowledge and skills regarding career 
opportunities, personal development, globalization, industry standards, details, practices, and expectations. To 
prepare for success, students need to have opportunities to learn, reinforce, experience, apply, and transfer their 
knowledge and skills in a variety of settings. The following course could lead to an industry certification. It is 
designed to be taken before students move on to other agricultural classes. 
Prerequisite: None 

 

Agricultural Mechanics and Metal Technologies (one high school credit) 10th, 11th ,12th Grade 
To be prepared for careers in agricultural power, structural, and technical systems, students need to attain 
academic skills and knowledge; acquire technical knowledge  and  skills  related  to  power,  structural,  and 
technical agricultural systems and the industry; and  develop  knowledge  and  skills  regarding  career 
opportunities, entry requirements, industry certifications, and industry expectations. To prepare for success, 
students need opportunities to learn, reinforce, apply, and transfer knowledge and skills and technologies in a 
variety of settings. This course is designed to develop an understanding of agricultural mechanics as it relates to 
safety and skills in tool operation, electrical wiring, plumbing, carpentry, fencing, concrete, and metal working 
techniques. 
Prerequisite: Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 
 

Agricultural Structures Design and Fabrication (one high school credit)                                          11th & 12th Grade 
To be prepared for careers in mechanized agriculture and technical systems, students attain knowledge and    
skills related to agricultural facilities design and fabrication. Students explore career opportunities, entry 
requirements, and industry expectations. To prepare for success, students reinforce, apply, and transfer their 
academic knowledge and technical skills in a variety of settings. 
Prerequisite: Agricultural Mechanics and Metal Technologies 

 

Agricultural Power Systems (two high school credits) 11th & 12th Grade 
To be prepared for careers in agricultural power, structural, and technical systems, students should attain 
academic skills and knowledge; acquire technical knowledge and skills related to power, structural, and technical 
agricultural systems and the workplace; and develop knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities, entry 
requirements, industry certifications, and industry expectations. To prepare for success, students should have 
opportunities to learn, reinforce, apply, and transfer their knowledge and technical skills in a variety of settings. 
This course is designed to develop an understanding of power and control systems as related to energy sources, 
small and large power systems, and agricultural machinery. 
Prerequisite: Agricultural Structures Design and Fabrication 
 

   Animal    
 

Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources (one high school credit) 9th, 10th Grade 
To be prepared for careers in agriculture, food, and natural resources, students must attain academic skills and 
knowledge in agriculture. This course allows students to develop knowledge and skills regarding career 
opportunities, personal development, globalization, industry standards, details, practices, and expectations. To 
prepare for success, students need to have opportunities to learn, reinforce, experience, apply, and transfer their 
knowledge and skills in a variety of settings. The following course could lead to an industry certification. It is 
designed to be taken before students move on to other agricultural classes. 
Prerequisite: None 

 



Livestock Production (one high school credit) 10th, 11th 12th Grade 
To be prepared for careers in the field of animal science, students need to attain academic skills and      
knowledge, acquire technical knowledge and skills related to animal systems and the workplace, and develop 
knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements, and industry expectations. To prepare 
for success, students need opportunities to learn, reinforce, apply, and transfer their knowledge and skills and 
technologies in a variety of settings. Animal species to be addressed in this course may include, but are not limited 
to, beef cattle, dairy cattle, swine, sheep, goats, and poultry. 
Prerequisite: Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 
 

Wildlife, Fisheries, and Ecology Management (one high school credit) 10th, 11th, 12th Grade 
To be prepared for careers in natural resource systems, students need to attain academic skills and knowledge, 
acquire technical knowledge and skills related to natural resources, and develop knowledge and skills regarding 
career opportunities, entry requirements, and industry expectations. To prepare for success, students need 
opportunities to learn, reinforce, apply, and transfer their knowledge and skills in a variety of settings. This course 
examines the management of game and non-game wildlife species, fish, and aquacrops and their ecological needs 
as related to current agricultural practices. The following course could lead to an industry certification. They will 
also have the opportunity to complete their Texas hunter education certification during class. 
Prerequisite: Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 

 

Range Ecology and Management  (one high school credit) 11th, 12th Grade 
This course takes a look at how the rangeland ecosystem works and how forages are sustained f 
or wildlife and the systems involved. This course will familiarize the student with the management and ecological 
aspects of rangelands. Students study and develop technical skills in renewable natural resources, range plants, 
ecosystems, water cycle, range conditions, carrying capacities, livestock management, wildlife management, and 
research. 
Prerequisite: Livestock or Wildlife, Fisheries, and Ecology Management 

 

 
Floral 

 

Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources (one high school credit) 9th, 10th Grade 
To be prepared for careers in agriculture, food, and natural resources, students must attain academic skills and 
knowledge in agriculture. This course allows students to develop knowledge and skills regarding career 
opportunities, personal development, globalization, industry standards, details, practices, and expectations. To 
prepare for success, students need to have opportunities to learn, reinforce, experience, apply, and transfer their 
knowledge and skills in a variety of settings. The following course could lead to an industry certification. It is 
designed to be taken before students move on to other agricultural classes. 
Prerequisite: None 

 
Horticulture Science (one high school credit)                                                                                  10th, 11th 12th Grade  
To be prepared for careers in horticultural systems, students need to attain academic skills and knowledge, acquire 
technical knowledge and skills related to horticulture and the workplace, and develop knowledge and skills 
regarding career opportunities, entry requirements, and industry expectations. To prepare for success, students 
need opportunities to learn, reinforce, apply, and transfer knowledge and skills in a variety of settings. This course 
is designed to develop an understanding of common horticultural management practices as they relate to food and 
ornamental plant production. 
Prerequisite: Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 

 



Floral Design (one high school credit) 10th, 11th 12th Grade 
To be prepared for careers in the floral design, students need  to  attain academic  skills  and  knowledge, acquire 
technical knowledge and skills related to horticultural systems and develop knowledge and skills  regarding career 
opportunities, entry requirements, and industry expectations. To prepare for success, students need 
opportunities to learn, reinforce, apply, and transfer their knowledge and skills and technologies in a variety of 
settings. This course is designed to develop students’ ability to identify and demonstrate the principles and 
techniques related to floral design as well as develop an understanding of the management of floral enterprises.  
The following course could lead to an industry certification. 
Prerequisite: Horticulture Science, 

 

 
Advance Floral Design (two high school credits)                                                                               11th & 12th Grade 

This course designed to give students supervised practical application of knowledge and skills. This course is 
designed to continue to develop students’ ability to identify and demonstrate the principles and techniques 
related to floral design as well as develop an understanding of the management of floral enterprises.  This is for 
the serious student who wants to focus on a specific career interest.  

The following course could lead to an industry certification. 
Prerequisite: Floral Design 

 
Agribusiness Management & Marketing (one high school credits)                                                         11th & 12th Grade 

Students acquire technical knowledge and skills related to agribusiness marketing and management and the 
workplace and develop knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements and industry 
expectations. This course is designed to provide a foundation to agribusiness management and the free enterprise 
system. Instruction includes the use of economic principles such as supply and demand, budgeting, 
recordkeeping, finance, risk management, business law, marketing and careers in agribusiness. 
Prerequisite: This course can be taken with any Ag strand and a third or fourth class 

 
  
 



Business Management Elective Course Descriptions 
 

Principles of Business, Marketing, and Finance  (one high school credit) 9th, 10th Grade 
In Principles of Business, Marketing, and Finance, students gain knowledge and skills in economies and private 
enterprise systems, the impact of global business, marketing of goods and services, advertising, and product 
pricing. Students analyze the sales process and financial management principles. This course allows students to 
reinforce, apply, and transfer academic knowledge and skills to a variety of interesting and relevant activities, 
problems and settings in business, marketing, and finance. 
Prerequisite: None 

 

Business Information Management I (one high school credit) 10th, 11th 12th Grade 
Students implement personal and interpersonal skills to strengthen individual performance in the workplace and 
in society and make a successful transition to the workforce and postsecondary education. Students apply 
technical skills to address business applications of emerging technologies, create word-processing documents, 
develop a spreadsheet, formulate a database, and make an electronic presentation using appropriate software. 
Prerequisite: Principles of Business and Marketing 
 

Business Information Management II (one high school credit)         11th 12th Grade 
Students implement personal and interpersonal skills to strengthen individual performance in the workplace and 
in society and make a successful transition to the workforce and postsecondary education. Students apply 
technical skills to address business applications of emerging technologies, create word-processing documents, 
develop sophisticated spreadsheet using charts and graphs and make an electronic presentation using 
appropriate multimedia software. 
Prerequisite: Business Information Management I 
 

 

Career Prep I (one high school credit) 10th, 11th 12th Grade 
This class is a combination of classroom technical instruction and on the job training in an approved training area. 
These training areas may include Agriculture, Business Education, Marketing, Family Consumer Science, Law 
Enforcement and Health Care Science. Students will learn employability skills, job interviewing techniques, 
communication skills, financial and budgeting activities, human relations and will develop a personal portfolio. 
Prerequisite: None 

 

Career Preparation Practicum II and III (two or three high school credits) 12th Grade 
This work based class develops knowledge and skills through classroom instruction and on the job training. The 
student must work a minimum of 15 hours per week in a paid or unpaid job. The goal is to prepare students with a 
variety of skills for workplace entry. Students are taught employability skills such as resume building, work ethics, 
and teamwork. Students must be at least 16 years of age at the beginning of the school year. Students are 
expected to provide their own transportation. STUDENTS MUST BE EMPLOYED IN ORDER TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THIS 
PROGRAM 
Prerequisite: Career Prep 1 



Engineering and Robotics Elective Course Descriptions 
 

Principles of Applied Engineering (one high school credit) 9th, 10th Grade 
Concepts of Engineering and Technology provides an overview of the various fields of science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics and their interrelationships. Students will use a variety of computer hardware and 
software applications to complete assignments and projects. Upon completing this course, students will have an 
understanding of the various fields and will be able to make informed decisions regarding a coherent sequence of 
subsequent courses. Further, students will have worked on a design team to develop a product or system. Students 
will use multiple software applications to prepare and present course assignments 
Prerequisite: None 

 

Robotics 1 (one high school credit) 10th, 11th 12th Grade 
Students enrolled in this course will demonstrate knowledge and skills necessary for the robotic and      
automation industry. Through implementation of the design process, students will transfer advanced academic 
skills to component designs in a project-based environment. Students will build prototypes or use simulation 
software to test their designs. Additionally, students explore career opportunities, employer expectations, and 
educational needs in the robotic and automation industry. 
Prerequisite: Principles of Applied Engineering 

 

Robotics 2 (one high school credit)        11th 12th Grade 
Students enrolled in this course will demonstrate knowledge and skills necessary for the robotic and      
automation industry. Through implementation of the design process, students will transfer advanced academic 
skills to component designs in a project-based environment. Students will build prototypes or use simulation 
software to test their designs. Additionally, students explore career opportunities, employer expectations, and 
educational needs in the robotic and automation industry. 
Prerequisite: Robotics 1 
 
Principles of Technology (one high school credit)                                                                                     11th & 12th Grade 
This applied physics course is designed to provide a study in force, work, rate, resistance, energy, power, and force 
transformers as applied to mechanical, fluid, thermal, and electrical energy that comprise simple and 
technological devices and equipment. The course also reinforces the mathematics applications a student needs 
to understand to apply the principles being studied. Capstone to Engineering STEM 
Prerequisite:  Robotics 2  



Human Service Elective Course Descriptions 
 

 

Principals of Human Service (one high school credit)     9th, 10th Grade 
This laboratory course will enable students to investigate careers in the human services career cluster, including 
counseling and mental health, early childhood development, family and community, and personal care services. 
Each student is expected to complete the knowledge and skills essential for success in high-skill, high-wage, or 
high-demand human services careers. 
Prerequisite: None 
 

Lifetime Nutrition and Wellness (half a high school credit) 10th, 11th 12th Grade 
This laboratory course allows students to use principles of lifetime wellness and nutrition to help them make 
informed choices that promote wellness as well as pursue careers related to hospitality and tourism, education 
and training, human services, and health sciences. Students are encouraged to participate in extended learning 
experiences such as career and technical student organizations and other leadership or extracurricular 
organizations. 
Prerequisite: Principles of Human Service 
 

Dollars and Sense (half a high school credit) 10th, 11th 12th Grade 
This course focuses on consumer practices and responsibilities, the money management process, decision-making 
skills, impact of technology and preparation for human services careers. Students are encouraged to participate 
in career and technical student organizations and other leadership organizations. 
Prerequisite: Principles of Human Service 
 
Family and Community Services (one high school credit)                                                                        11th 12th Grade  
This course is a one-year program designed to teach students about social action and responsibility. In addition to 
working collaboratively at school, each student will also work for a selected non-profit organization throughout the 
school year, thus accruing four hours of volunteer service each week. Students will design and implement a Social 
Action Project to better their community and non-profit organization. 
Prerequisite: Lifetime Nutrition & Dollars and Sense 

 

Practicum in Human Service (half a high school credit)                 12th Grade 
This course provides occupationally specific training and focuses on the development of consumer services, early 
childhood development and services, counseling and mental health services and family and community service 
careers. This course is designed to meet the occupational preparation needs and interests of students and should 
be based upon the knowledge and skills selected from two or more courses in a coherent sequence in the human 
services cluster. Instruction may be delivered through school-based laboratory training or through work-based 
delivery arrangements such as cooperative education, mentoring and job shadowing. 
Prerequisite: Family and Community Service 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Information Technology Elective Course Descriptions 
 

Principles of Information Technology (one high school credit) 9th, 10th Grade 
Students develop computer literacy skills to adapt to emerging technologies used in the global marketplace. 
Students implement personal and interpersonal skills to prepare for a rapidly evolving workplace environment. 
Students enhance reading, writing, computing, communication, and reasoning skills and apply them to the 
information technology environment. 
Prerequisite: None 

 

Computer Programing I (one high school credit) 10th, 11th ,12th Grade 
Students acquire knowledge of structured programming techniques and concepts appropriate to developing 
executable programs and creating appropriate documentation. Students analyze the social responsibility of 
business and industry regarding the significant issues relating to the environment, ethics, health, safety, and 
diversity in society and in the workplace as it relates to computer programming. Students apply technical skills to 
address business applications of emerging technologies. 

Prerequisite: Principles of Information Technology 
 

Computer Programing II  (one high school credit) 11th ,12th Grade 
Students expand their knowledge and skills in structured programming techniques and concepts by addressing 
more complex problems and developing comprehensive programming solutions. Students analyze the social 
responsibility of business and industry regarding the significant issues relating to environment, ethics, health, 
safety, and diversity in society and in the workplace as it relates to computer programming. Students apply 
technical skills to address business applications of emerging technologies. 
Prerequisite: Computer Programing I 



Other Elective Course Descriptions 

 

Sports Medicine I (one high school credit) 11th, 12th Grade 
This course is an introduction to the broad discipline of Sports Medicine/Athletic Training. Students will learn First 
Aid, basic taping and bandaging techniques and the principles used in the prevention, care, and rehabilitation of 
athletic injuries. Anatomy, physiology, exercise, and nutrition will be covered as it relates to Sports Medicine.  
Prerequisite: None 

 
Sports Medicine I (one high school credit)                                                                                                       12th Grade 
This course is designed to provide for the development of advanced knowledge and skills related to a wide variety of 
health careers with an in-depth study and application of the components of Sports Medicine. Students will have 
hands-on experiences for continued knowledge and skill development which will involve career preparation learning 
with athletes and athletic teams at schools and/or select clinical sites.   
Prerequisite: Sports Medicine I 

 
AVID I, II, III, & IV (one high school credit per course)                                                                                  all grade levels                       
The AVID Elective class accelerates students into more rigorous course selections. First year students are enrolled in 
a college preparatory sequence with a minimum of one advanced level course and must be challenged to move 
beyond previous levels of achievement. In the elective section of AVID, students receive the academic and 
motivational support to succeed by a trained AVID teacher.  
Prerequisite: AVID application 

 

Teacher’s Aide (one high school credit) 12th Grade 
Teacher’s aide positions are available in various classrooms. Students work in a classroom aiding the teachers. A 
student must be willing to work in any area of the school. Teachers’ Aides are graded and the grade reflects   
how well the student has handled assigned responsibilities. Students may be subject to approval for this position. 
This course is for local credit only and will not fulfill State graduation requirements. 

 

Office Aide (one high school credit) 12th Grade 
Office aide positions are available in various offices.  Students  works in an office performing duties such as    
filing, taking phone messages, and delivering information to teachers and students. A student must be willing to 
work in any area of the school. Office Aides are graded and the grade reflects how well the student has handled 
assigned responsibilities. Students may be subject to approval for this position. This course is for local credit only 
and will not fulfill State graduation requirements. 
 
 
 

 


